Welcome

· Me !

· Based on stuff did last year but tried to re-organise it a bit !

· Not got all the answers, tell you what we do. Hope it helps. Share ideas and be keen to get your input and suggestions.
Pray
Gruffalo Story <Then bring up seminar PowerPoint>
Come back to that.

How many of us here have got degrees ? How many got more than three ‘A’ levels. 

But

Most of us work in areas where reading can not be taken for granted. Either because people struggle to read, or they don’t enjoy it even if they can. 

My Estate, adult illiteracy is thought to be at over 20%. Affects

· How people parent

· Self Esteem

· Also how people think and remember. Spoke to educationalist. Reading changes how we think and perceive. Our cognition is altered.

Going to reach real people we need to be aware and respond in how we teach and preach.

Deuteronomy 11:18-21
“Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on the door-frames of your houses and on your gates,” 
Just given an outline of why. Will do what we should be doing. Will do some stuff on how at the end (last time started with that and got bogged down)
Remember I’m a non conformist. Preaching of the word central in my tradition. 40-50 minute expositional sermon is the norm. 

I have a passionate commitment to teaching the word of God. I want people to know God’s

· Word

· Promises

· Plans

But

My basic experience is that a traditional sermon is unlikely to be effective in getting these things across.
Two basic suggestions. We need to

1. Preach better

2. Teach differently

Preach Better
Might be the next John Stott or Spurgeon (get a Baptist reference in some how !) but the question can not be how clever we are with our theological background or how good we are with word. 
Question is : how understandable and memorable are we.

Understandable
· Vocabulary – Mark G, Atheist. Can’t assume. Explain terms.
· Bible Versions. What do you all use ? 
· Structure. Tell them what you are going to say, tell them it and tell them what you have said.  Alliteration.

· Conceptual thinking can be very hard. One of you give me a summary of the story the Prodigal Son. Tell me the sermon you preached the sermon before last ? Jesus used story and illustration to get concepts across ! Gruffalo story.
Memorable – Illustrations. Memory hooks for people.
· Music clips. Sing along ! Holy Spirit. Peace, Presence, Power.
· Video clips (technology to follow on later !). Private Ryan for living up to what God has done for us. Get other people to help !
· Adverts (West Wing). TV magazine for soap summaries.

Back with music and worship that is experiential and underlines what you are about

I Am Special, Loved, Accepted and Forgiven

To Make You Feel My Love/Consuming Fire
Teach Differently
We can give the best sermons in the world. People remember story and experience more. 

Need to use that – especially for teaching narrative.

People have lost the meta narrative. The story of God used to be what bound us together. Now the nearest we get is Big Brother or Princess Diane’s funeral !

Engage with the story of God in as many ways as possible.
We have a monthly service aimed at picking a story and are basic structure is tell the story, tell it again and tell it again,
Needs more people but that is good, involves them and trains them in a safe, fun environment. Great thing is they now think it’s normal to do that.
I’m in environment where different things are allowed and encouraged,  might not have the freedom.

Family Services

· Video. Prince of Egypt/King of Dreams.  Jesus in the temple.
· PowerPoint’s – from Children’s Bibles/Mick Inkpen. Good Samaritan
· Drama. David and Saul. Jerry Springer !

· Craft. Tables at back. Interaction. Take home. Examples to take ?
· Quizzes. Moses when moved people. Made bread and grape juice.
· Food. Stew for Esau and Jacob

Easter Services

· Passover meal

· Pictures to screw up and throw away etc

Even exposition can be done differently

· Groups to look at characters/What did they say

· Pictures of people – pick out Mary

How/Resources
Not just technology. Or not just advanced and specialised technology. A little can be better than nothing at all !

Children’s

· Mick Inkpen

· Shirley Hughes – Dogger

· Lion Storytellers Bible

· Children’s Bible

· Doug Horley songs

Can scan and project in full colour, can OHP black and white photocopy

Start Collecting

· Digital camera in car

· Adverts

· Collect clips

RUN

· Drama scripts
· Video Library

Iotamedia

· Video resources
General Video Resources

· Libraries have video sections

· BBC

· Dreamworks for Joseph and Moses

· Miracle Maker

Projection 

· Advantage – me ! But 20’s and your children, great way to get them involved.

· High lumen the better. 

· Easy worship
Extra work – but if we are not doing it well why bother ? If no one is going to remember, what’s the point ?
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